
Biodiversity 
Reporting and 

Practice for Cities Motivations

Improve 
citizen 

wellbeing

Mandatory 
reporting 

requirements

learn how things 
are done in 
other cities

Experiment and 
implement 

lessons learned

Promote the 
city

Embed tools and 
methodologies to 

manage spaces

Enhance students 
knowledge and 

tools Integrate and 
monitor/track 

biodiversity

access external 
funding

Capacity 
building

Generate 
valuable data

Improve our 
biodiversity

Remain competitive

Doing the right 
thing/ be a 
responsible 
organization

Lead/influence on 
environmental 

issues and 
biodiversity

Expand the 
investment 

portfolio

Improve 
biodiversity 

footprint 
through 

procurement

Climate change

Discover new 
practices to support 

biodiversity 
preservation

Preserve existing 
nature

Challenges

Data collection Lack of budget

Standardising 
methodology

Area/City scale 
standards

Indicator/metircs 
standardisation

Comparability of 
data

small municipality 
with limited 
resources

Monitoring change 
over time

Capacity for 
long-​term 

monitoring

Ease of reporting 
and interpretation 

accross departments

Case studies vs 
monitoring trends

Methodlogy for 
supply chain impacts

Supply chains not 
ready to report on 

biodiversity

Solutions

Knowledge of different 
methodologies

Robust data collection

Tool to help citizens 
understand importance 

of biodiversity and 
nature.

City-​wide 
methodology and 

strategic plan

Open platform for 
knowledge sharing i.e. 

the BEEHive

Data managment plan

Framework 
monitoring

(enable added 
value and 

connection 
accross cities)

Communicating impact

Measuring impact of 
interventions/actions

Clear expectations of 
Natural Capital 

Accounting

LCA (Life Cycle Assessment 
for biodiversity

Responsible public body

Current and 
future plans

Malaga

Mytilene

Edinburgh 
City

University 
of 

Edinburgh

 Studying the 
effects of climate 
change in the sea 
and the effect on 

biodiversity.
A new City Climate Change action plan that 
includes three parts:

1) A needed part that the regional 
government demand of us
2) The covenant of mayors (we are one first 
group of the cities that signed it in 2008)
3) The mission project and it's net zero.

The University of Malaga 
has developed a study 

using the Singapore CBI 
indicator to measure the 
biodiversity of the city.

We have developed a 
strategy of circular 

economy.

Exchange 
knowledge and 
good practice

Further develop 
the use of 

Natural Capital 
Accounting

We have an old waste/deposit 
area and we are working with an 

association of people to neutralize 
this whole waste/deposit area.

Build on existing 
programmes

Areas of 
focus

Climate neutrality

Urban agenda

Net Zero Cities 
initiative

Natura 2000 nature 
protection areas

do no harm with 
public works

Biodiversity Action Plan 
(required by 
government)

Ecosystem 
services

Net Zero 2040 
(scope 1&2)

Organisation's 
climate strategy

Land 
footprint

Forest and 
peatland 

restoration

Supply chains

Impact of research 
and teaching

Communicating with 
citizens

System to track  impact 
from actions

Habitat data vs 
species data

Best way to baseline

Consultancy 
fees

Data concentrated, all data 
in one place for easy access 
for the municipality, also for 

environmental protection 
and water quality. Envision 

that the effects will be 
cascading – positive effect, 

for universities, citizens, 
municipality to be able to see 

the resources. 

Net Zero targets
Regional 
demands

apply biodiversity 
directives

Natural Capital 
Accounting required 

in projects with 
external funding 

(currently in UK only)

Production of 
biodiversity duty 

reportEmbedding 
biodiversity in all  

operations

Halting biodiversity loss by 
2030 and reversing loss by 

2050 are embedded in visions, 
plans and the Scottish 
Biodiversity Strategies.

KPIs for 
nature

Nature networks 
tie-​in to the

 '30 by 30' strategy.

Work with biodiversity 
in four different aspects:
- direct land use
- procurement
- investments
- research and teaching

Net Zero 2040 
goal - scope 

1&2

New more 
ambitious goals 

on the way - 
including 

biodiversity.


