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“There are
already useful solutions
worldwide that can be

adopted and applied
here in Hungary as
well for managing and
utilizing rainwater and
protecting our natural
resources. To achieve this
goal, collective thinking,
public awareness, and
cooperation are essential
lessons.”
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Y 4 “An interesting lesson
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Eva Kovacs
Civil engineer,

Transportation engineer
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“Thorough knowledge of nature,
water and the local circumstances,
combined with professional
knowledge can result in impactful
interventions. It is important to
maintain communication with the
local residents, continuously informing
them about topics and foreseen
actions, discussing them, and involving
them in the long-term implementation

process.”
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was the importance of social
participation and communication,
which were crucial to gain public
support for “pollinator-friendly”

management of green spaces.
This approach should be followed

not only for small local actions

but also by decision makers of
‘big’ decisions.”
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Zsuzsa Szeszler
Architect, urbanist
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NbS for urban biodiversity
& stormwater management
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Tamas Fleischer
Researcher
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“It was inspiring to

see the efforts and actions

already implemented
and strengthened

my understanding on
the importance of

experimenting with novel

solutions.”

'

\

“I was mainly

surprised by how much
effort the local municipality |
has already invested in this
topic and how consciously

they are trying to apply

innovative nature-based |
solutions, even if they face
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Location:
Budapest, Hungary

Length:
2,5 km

Duration:
2h50

Number of visitors:
28

Type of visitors:
Urban planners
Engineers

Municipal experts
Government officials

Identifying the ideal site for NbS
interventions in a dense urban
area with many landowners
and complex underground
utilities is difficult. By mapping
potential locations, designers
finally identified a municipal-
owned property with a front
yard designated as a public
space. A rain garden will soon
be installed here.
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Pollinator-friendly wildflower
meadows promote urban
biodiversity, and at the same
time also mitigate urban heat-
island effect and combat

air pollution. Still, citizens

may easily perceive them as
neglected areas. Pro-active
communication campaigns

and community programs are
necessary to acquaint residents
with the initiative and gain their
support.

Peaceful coexistence of
human & nature in the
urban fabric

The 12th district of Budapest is
a densely built, hilly, residential
area of the capital city, with

a strong commitment for
sustainable urban development.
As a member of the “Bee Path
Cities” network, the municipality
promotes bee-friendly
practices, like wildflower
meadows and urban bee-
keeping. They are also exploring
the applicability of green & blue
infrastructure to tackle flood
risks from extreme precipitation
events. TeAM HUb and Budapest
Circle organized an urban

walk to showcase current and
future NDbS sites in the district,
demonstrating the importance
of thorough planning and
stakeholder engagement for
successful interventions.

In densely built urban areas
green spaces suitable for water
retention are scarce. To address
this, Budapest’s 12th district
legally binds developers to
create extensive green roofs on
buildings with flat roofs, and
also leads by example: green
roofs have been installed at
various municipal buildings,
including the Mayor’s Office.

Photo: Gergely Vizi

’-----------\

Y 4 “During a nice and friendly city walk \
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Julianna Szabé
Architect, urbanist
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we had the opportunity to have some very
useful expert discussions.

After last year’s long and extreme drought
period, awareness towards water retention
and all other nature-based solutions have
significantly increased. It was good to see
that the 12th district has been experimen-
ting with this already for several years. Their
experience could be useful for almost all
\ municipalities. ”
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Y 4 “I learnt a lot about
various techniques to
retain rainwater, and was
surprised to understand
the crucial importance
of cooperation and team
work for applying such

\ solutions.”
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Akos Molnar
Government official

N

Katalin Pikler
Architect
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“| gained \

insight into a lot |

| of easily applicable |

Gabriella Farkas I
Project manager
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Maria Frenyo Lelkesné
Transport engineer
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practices, e.g. as
1 simple as mowing ]
grass less often.”
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